


In The Summertime

O, to be in England now that April's here. Or so Robert Browning
wrote. Well, as it happens April wasn’t too bad, but my concern is ‘was
that summer?’. Back in 2007 we had a stunning April with temperatures
touching 26Tt but the summer turned out to be a complete
disappointment with very few warm, dry days. The weather at the
moment has gone downhill with the wind coming from the north-east
and has a distinct chill on it with possible frosts later in the week! | hope
not too many annuals and tender veg have been put out. After such a
long cold winter | was hoping we would at least have a reasonable
spring — dream on.

With thoughts on warmer times leads me on to mention the upcoming

Summer Spectacular. Following on from last year we have managed to
line up some interesting events. The first one is something | have
always wanted to do — Shakespeare in the Garden. To that end we
have teemed up with the Hazlitt Theatre from Maidstone to lay on a
production of ‘The Merry Wives of Windsor'. This will be on 17" July
and tickets are now on sale in the shop. | would advise anyone who
wants to go to be quick as they are sure to be in great demand.

One of the highlights of last years Spectacular was the Chris Difford

concert we did, we were very lucky with the weather and the evening
went extremely well. This year we have booked the fantastic jazz singer
Tina May (tinamay.com) for the evening of Sunday 25" July and tickets
are now on sale.

We have also got our usual Hog Roast and jazz band for Friday 30"
July — be sure to book early for this as it is always popular.

Other things coming up are a barn dance — a new try for us but bound
to be fun! and Extreme Falconry will be again this year on Sunday 8"
August. We are also having a Craft Fair on 11" September, this is
being done in conjunction with St Michaels Hospice so is worthy of
support and another new thing for us so please try to come along.
There are other things in the pipeline so please check the website for

details.
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Whilst on the subject of the website, | hope you all like the new look

and have found it useful, if anyone has any suggestions or comments
please feel free to email me.

Other than that, happy gardening and let's hope for a pleasant
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David
‘| would like you to change the food department here at Merriments’

T hose were my instructions from David at my first interview. The wind

of change started to blow almost from my first day, sometimes it was a
gentle breeze, while other times it has been likened to hurricane force.
Nevertheless, | always continued to bulldoze my way through. The
gentle breeze was = T e
often met with slight
approval, whilst the | _
hurricane force often |
caused many hostile &
faces. | have always EE
been determined to [§
make the Garden 4
Terrace Restaurant a /
Food House  of
Quality, with a warm
welcome for diners.
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| am always the [
driving force behind
all of these changes,
but some might wonder who supports me. The answer is of course my
boss. David has never refused or rejected any of my crazy proposals,
and has given me absolute encouragement, even though many of my
ideas have been expensive.




The Teapot Tree on the Terrace has been probably the idea that has

dumbfounded him the most, but accept it he did, and so not only have |
changed his food department, | have also brought Art to his Terrace.

Join us again soon for lunch around the Teapot Tree.

0ung & Round the Garce!

On 1 April this year the garden was incredibly wet underfoot with

rivulets running round the edges of the borders and very few visitors
venturing out. One of the main comments this year already has been,
and possibly more so than before, what a wonder it is to be able to see
the bones of the garden in the winter when everything has been cut
back. The vista across the garden may well have more continuity than
in previous years as a result of a combination of different shrubs being
cut down or removed either because of the weather, design or routine
maintenance.

[

£ o - 3,;.5“5.-;; ' The snow this winter
iy ' # ™% has meant that some
shrubs have had to be
@ replaced with new

e though not necessarily
@ the same, creating a

greater sense of space
@ unti what has been
planted has filled the old
space. For example the
Euphorbia mellifera in
the round scree bed by
the Spring border is still
there but greatly
reduced which now includes an Olearea shrub. In front of the wall a
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Cestrum and quite an established Solanum crispum ‘album‘ simply
didn’t survive the prolonged freeze, one tender and one hardy but both
members of the solanaceae family.

Whilst some plants have not survived due to the freezing weather

others have outgrown their space and have been removed. So, not due
to the freeze but through choice a large Berberis in the Purple Border
was removed. There is now only one in a space where two side by side
looked cumbersome. In the garden the Salix exigua is routinely cut
down every two years which this year has left a very tidy space. Along
with the perennials that are cut down at the end of the year are the tall
grasses and there are three of these just opposite the Purple Border in
the Long Border very close to where the Euphorbia mellifera has been
lost.

Around the pond some
of the sedge grasses
have been dug out as
they have a habit of
spreading along with
reeds along the banks
too. In the pond itself the
bull rushes have all but
a couple been pulled out
by virtue of a large pair
of waders and gauntlet
gloves! A little further
on, the wooden ‘A’ |, «
frame arches don’t have rp
clematis covering them x
at this time of year. | gfou
Much of this area near
to the entrance has had
routine maintenance
cutting back this part of
the garden creating a
continuity of vista even
through to the Ilower &




pond. Beyond the lower pond there have been changes to the design of
the Golden border. All the bamboo and grasses have gone to make
way for the new design which must be seen if you haven't already!

|t is well known that some years certain plants do better than others

and this year | would suggest is a good year for Euphorbias. There are
some lovely different varieties in the garden and at this time of year
when they all start flowering | think they look great almost jumping out
of the borders at you. From Euphorbia robbiae to Euphorbia pallustris
right the way down to Euphorbia cyparrisias varieties. Of the Euphorbia
cyparrisias varieties; ‘Orange Man’ and ‘Tall Boy’ can be found in the
Golden Border, ‘Red Devil' and ‘Bushman Boy' (on page 4) are also
found in the garden. All of these cyparrisias varieties are ground cover
plants that are really in their element right now. These useful little plants
for sometimes difficult to fill areas bring brightness to dappled shade.
When the sun does glint through they become almost ethereal.
Euphorbia robbiae is an example of one of the tougher euphorbias that
give plentiful architectural flower which can be planted alone as
statement or to complement a planting scheme. Euphorbia polychroma
‘Midas’ (on page 5) is a must have plant as it brings about a mound of
glowing foliage, it
really does glow. It
can be seen in the
garden at the
moment with the
B geraniums and the
2 tulips in the corridor
B that is created by
the ‘A’ frame arches.
Euphorbia wulfennii
characias and
Euphorbia palestrina
are both at the
larger end of the
e Euphorbias. This

euphorbia is neither

a perennial or shrub and is classed therefore as a sub-shrub. They are

pleasingly different. Don’'t forget though that there are also annual
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euphorbias which last year were planted in the rectangular beds
heading towards the Secret Garden.

Commonly known as Milkweed or Spurge these plants have a milky
sap which is an irritant. Always wear gloves when working with these
plants as the sap will burn. Finally the Euphorbia griffithii ‘Fireglow’ (on
page 6) satiates the eyes and can be found at the end of the garden
behind the Golden Border amongst Euphorbia palustris. This genus of
plants leaves me feeling contented and replete!

David Gorman

Garden of Tranquily

| have a friend, Kevin who has bought a walled garden near to
Brighton, no house just the garden next to the most chocolate box
church that you could ever see. | would love to tell you where it is so
that you could go and appreciate the setting which is stunning, nestled
under the Downs, but Kevin has asked me not to mention the location
and | will respect his wishes.

The garden is believed to date back to Saxon times when churches
were always built with a garden directly to the east, representing the
Garden of Eden, providing food and herbal medicines for the priest and
those associated with the church.

Over the years, Lords of the Manor have repaired and restored walls

and the garden in general. In King Henry VIII reign, it was abandoned
and most recently cultivated by local farmers.

Now to the exciting bit!! Kevin wants to restore the garden paying
particular attention to its Saxon origins and has undertaken a huge
amount of research to find out what varieties of plant and trees would
have been grown at that time. These would have included St John's
Wort, Valerian, Saponaria and Wormwood.



While Kevin is researching and getting things back to Saxon times, he
has given me the most wonderful task of planting up an eighty five feet
long border facing west backed by one of the nine feet tall flint walls. |
don’t have to follow the garden’s origins and have been given carte
blanche to plant in any style that suits me with a very generous budget
to boot, it is pure bliss.

On discussion between the two of us, we have decided to plant the

border in the colours of the
energy centres in the body,
known as the Chakras.
Kevin is very interested in
alternative health as am |
and the garden has a
wonderful restful
atmosphere of calm, we
thought that the border
would go well with this. It is
one of those places that you
can lose hours just reading
or thinking or gardening.

Being only five feet deep
maximum, it is a bit of a job
to plant back to front and
grade heights as one largish
plant and the whole depth of
space is filled. | sat and
looked at the border for a
long time trying to work out
the best way round this as it
could also look like a skinny
strip at the bottom of a wall.

In the end I decided not to worry at all and just plant the whole thing

following my intuition and using the knowledge that | have and doing
what feels right at the time.



The border starts with red in the middle grading on both sides to

orange, yellow, green/pink, blue and finally white at the ends. It does
not follow the chakra colours to the letter but is near enough for our
purpose.

The wall is planted with climbers, solanum, clematis, jasmine and

campsis, no roses, these are planted in the border and will make a big
enough show on their own and fill a substantial gap.

I've used a myriad of Merriments finest plants and split some of my

own at home and woven in the odds and ends that were already there
to start to build the colours and the textures of a cohesive whole.

| am no designer at all, in fact | am red/green colour blind which only
goes to add to the excitement further, who knows what it will end up
looking like but the great thing is Kevin has complete faith in my ability
to produce the goods and as long as
I’'m happy, he seems to be too.

Two plants I've used and | think are

going to be stars are Buddleia
alternifolia (page 8) and Nepeta
parnassica (left), the first to walft
about in the bluey section and
overlap into the pink and the second
to make a huge block of colour,
three, four, five feet high eventually,
the two together may well be a
mistake height wise but we shall see!

There is still much planting to be
done and by the end of the summer
I'll have an idea of whether gardening
on intuition alone is a substitute for at
least a little knowledge. Either way,

I’m having a lot of fun.

The garden is open to the public one day a year usually in September
to raise funds for the church, other than that no one will get the chance
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to see my handy work apart from Kevin and his friends and anybody
that | feel brave enough to take for a look, it is a great place for an
evening picnic and a bottle of wine, | may well gird my loins and have a
few friends to look, not all at once!! There are far too many summer
evenings to share to get it all over at once.

So that's what I'm up to at the moment as well as trying to keep the
shop and bird department running smoothly at our busiest time.

You may know that Allan and Joe from the bird department have

moved on to pastures new but service will not be interrupted and your
birds need not suffer.

We have Daniel joining us to take over the day to day running of the
department and his interests are not just garden birds but conservation
and wildlife in general and he is very keen to develop educational
resources to encourage the next generation to become aware of the
environment that they live in. Many of you will remember Phil who was
with us three years ago at weekends and we are very fortunate that he
IS coming back to join Daniel to give you the best that is possible in
terms of product and advice.

Please also give thought to the wide range of events that we have

planned for our Summer Spectacular this year, it really is a great mix
and there is something there for everyone.

New Facas, Fresh Ides

Hello, this is my first attempt at writing a piece for the newsletter so |
apologise in advance if it requires a little refinement.

| should begin by introducing myself, my name is Dan and | am going
to join the team on the 24™ to look after Merriments bird-care section.
Joining me on a part time basis will be Phil, who many of you might
remember as he worked here a couple of years ago, so welcome back
Phil. This however is just the starting point for what we all hope to be
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an exciting time for Merriments as | will be endeavouring to expand the
bird-care section into a complete wildlife centre with everything you
need to look after wildlife at home and in the field.

Though I've filled a variety of roles throughout my working life Nature
conservation has always been a strong theme and my main passion. |
have volunteered for, and been contracted by, numerous organisations
and carried out a broad range of work from groundwork and habitat
creation/management to carrying out surveys for reptiles, amphibians,
birds, mammals and more. I've prepared and run many educational
activities including making dormouse boxes with local schools, habitat
walks, talks on Great Crested Newts and small mammals and much
more. I'm also a Trained Pond Warden so can help out with any pond-
based problems you may encounter. I've just finished working at
Sissinghurst Castle where | managed the historic buildings and
museum collection as well as the walks and talks, and am really looking
forward to becoming part of the team at Merriments and meeting you all
over the coming weeks and months.

I'm also looking forward to maintaining our links with nature

conservation organisations such as R.S.P.B. and the Rye Harbour
Nature Reserve and creating new partnerships with other wildlife trusts
and charities to promote the conservation of our natural history and
heritage. We are lucky to live in such a beautiful and environmentally
diverse area and it's important to help you all to look after not only your
own surrounds but also to give everyone the opportunity to get involved
in helping to make a real difference to conserve and protect our native
flora and fauna. Therefore | will be working closely with all the staff here
at Merriments to create a program of educational activities with local
schools, groups of children and of course adults to help inspire you to
get involved in conservation activities whether it's here, at home, or for
one of the many fine charitable organisations within our region. These
talks, walks and events will be aimed at providing you all with the tools
you require to get a little bit closer to Nature.

Dan
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At last the weather has warmed up and we can all think about planting

out our summer bedding. For a
successful display, acclimatise
your plants by bringing them out
of the greenhouse and place in
a warm spot during the day.
Move them back under cover
each evening until all threat of
frost has passed. Hopefully we
have seen the last, but you
never know!

We have a very good selection

of bedding plants to choose from bought in either Colourpacks 6-packs,

out fast.
Viv

or in 9cm individual pots.

Some of the ones grown
here at Merriments are

Cosmos, Rudbeckias,
Gypsophila, Eschscholzia,
Nicandra, Begonias,

Lavatera and Ipamea to
name a few.

Also, don’t forget to pick

up your vegetable plants
as they are very popular
this year and are running
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As you can see and have probably noticed, there are a few new faces
at Merriments and not only in the bird shop. We are very lucky that Dan
has joined us, he has a wealth of experience, not only with birds, but all
kinds of wildlife and he has plenty of ideas to make his department
even better than before. Also, of course it will be great to have Phil back
with us again. I’'m sure they will make a great team.

We also have a few new people on the sales area, the shop and the

restaurant. This always happens at this time of year when we have a
few extra bodies for the season to keep it all running smoothly.

There is also plenty going on for our Summer Spectacular that runs
from July 17 to August 15. Apart from our annual hog roast we also
welcome back Xtreme Falconry on 08 August, and then we have a few
new things we are trying out for this year. Please try and come to as
many as you can, | think there will be something for everyone to enjoy.

The gardens will also be open in aid of St Michaels Hospice on
Tuesday 20 July and for Macmillan Cancer Support on Wednesday 05
September plus we are having a Craft Fair here on Saturday 11
September which is also being organised by St Michaels Hospice. More
details will be published on our website as they emerge.

Have a look at the following pages to see what treats we have coming

up in the next few months. Don’t forget that as a Garden Club member
to take advantage of visiting the Garden as much as you can. It is
looking fantastic right now and of course as the days pass you can
almost see changes every day.

Taryn
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Saturday 17 July @ 7.30pm in the Garden

Hazlitt Arts Centre presents Shakespeares

The Merry Wives of Windsor

Tickets in advance £15.00
Bar available

*

Sunday 25 July @ 7.30pm on the Terrace
A night with Jazz Diva

Tina May

Tickets in advance £15.00
Barbecue & Bar available

*
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Friday 30 July @ 7.00pm in the Garden

Hog Roast & Jazz Band

Tickets in advance £10.00
Bar available

*

Saturday 07 August 7.00pm — 11.00pm on the
Terrace

Barn Dance with Doctors Orders

& Barbecue
Foot Stomping Fun

Tickets in advance £7.50
Bar available

*

15



Sunday 08 August 11.00am — 4.00pm in the
Garden

Xtreme Falconry
Flying Displays at 12 noon & 3.00pm

Free for Garden Club Members

*

Sunday 15 August 12 noon & 1.30pm on the
Terrace

Join us for lunch and listen to Young
Performer

Sorrel Nation

Bookings for any of the ticketed events can be
purchased through Merriments on 01580 860666

*

Saturday 11 September

Craft Fair

Organised by St Michaels Hospice
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